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CONCLUSION

The Communists, with Soviet support, have attempted
three times to penetrate right elements in A a
and use them for their own ends. port of Jose GER's
element within the ViU failed when he was ocusted from the
{:ny immediately. after his election to the Nationaslrat

1949, Attempts to eatablish Heger as leader of an
independent party and subsequently to support SLAVIK's
neutralist National League were too transparent/and failed
to attract re-safranchised former Nasis or other right wing
elements, Slavik has joined Begor in ‘Iouticnl oblivion,
but infrequent meetings of the National League are still
held, and its biwsekly newspaper Oesterreichische- Beobach~
ter will probabdly appear as long as the Soviets pay the
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el 7//&/cmmuae defeat in the national elections of 1949 and U,
: the emergence of the VdU as an important political feorce to the
] right of the People's Party led to new organizational activi
: within the Communiat ;Any. Two tiny groups gf Austria onal=
Heger and the other b DrgAdolt avik,
. of:ored possibilities for penetration and the ‘sstablishment of
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1. _THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC UNION

Both organizations were organised adout the same time,
Heger submitted the statutes of his organisation, the Nationel
Democratic Union, to the Ministry of Interior on December 29,
1949, but was not able to organigxe a public meeting until Feb-
ruary 20, 1951. His rival, Dr. Slavik, beat him by three weeks,
holding the first meeting of his Nationale Liga ~ Verband
Schaffender Oesterreicher (National Lesgue = Association of
Creative Austrians) on January 30. o .

" Many political observers could see little to choose betwsen
the two neutraliat, if not pro-Soviet, groups which were trying
to recruit formar Nazis and wmake imroads on the VdaU. He Ty
however, insisted that his party, in contrast to the National
League which was & Russian-sponsored organiszation, was y
Austrian in spirit. The initial opinion of US Army Intelligence
was that Heger's group would prove to be more eiy:Iticant, al=-
though neither group would athieve any sizable following.

Heger had two assets which assured him of some attention.
Immediately after his election to the Nationalrat on the VdU .
ticket, he had been ocusted from the y for fraudulent claims
to the title of engineer and high military rank and decorations,
Heger also had a large supply of cash which press and intelll-
gence reports indicated came from the Soviets, Some reports
indicated that this allowance was 45,000 schillings a month and
was later increased to 80,000 to 100,000. .

Heger was able to pay three months'! rent in advance and
a8 middlemsnts fee totslling 6,000 schillings on February & for
a four room office suite in the third district (British ssctor).
He also rented the main hall of the Vienna Konzertheus for his
opening mesting on February 20 at the cost of 1800 schillings,
Large posters annourcing the meeting appesared all over Vienna
and the announced publication of a Eapor "Qesterreichische
Nationale Zeitung" (remarkably similar to the Vienna ot '
paper's title eatemichiaehe Zeitung) and brochures was bound
to entail even larger outlays.

The opening meeting on February 20 was not very impreassive.
About six hundred people attended, moat of them former middle
class Nazias, The firsv speaker was Hel XEGERT, &f r

nd now Heger's propaganda chief. He Was f%&owod
y Heger who read a speech which was constantly interrupted by
hecklers, some of whom were ejscted aonly to return. He
elicited little applause during the reeital of his lrro which
promised benefits.to every major group but especially disenfran- I
chised and penalized former Nasis, Only when he referred to
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Allied bombings and dismantlings or made a sentimental appeal
for honoring the var dead did he arouae any enthusiasn. or
completing his forty-five minute diatribe, Heger walked out
ignoring the persistent shouts for a discussion period.

Although there were no visible ties between Heger's group
and the Communist party, numerous conferences between He “
the Sgniat High Commissioner, (GeneralfSVIRIDOV, and his 5@0 jcal
gdﬂs%l’ﬂﬁﬁ were reported. Hegdr was even alleged to hav
obta Soviet approval of a secret ten point platform which
included: (1) An attempt to split the VdU; (2) advocacy of a
radical social program; (3) the use of radicsl tactics to
instigateé and promote strikes; (4) otposit.ion to US influence

and the MARSH Plan; (5) denunciations of Allied dismantling
in Germany and Vestern intelligenct actavities in Germany and

- Austria., Imn return, the Soviets would wink at the recruiting

. The ional League developed out of the pellef of
(drj Her AVS, a Ilwgﬁgﬁﬁg&gtd mber of the
Hatfonal Committee during the SCHUS! regime,\that the o}x:_lyh

of former Nazis. Furthermore, it was known that Heger had

passed through a Soviet indoctrination camp after his capture
on the hussian front and it was widely believed that his pre-
vious membership in the VAU had been 8s a Soviet penetration

agent.

Despite the initial burst of publicity with which the
Netional Democratic Union was launched, its paper never appeared,
and by November 1950 it had sunk into oblivion. Apparently the
Soviets stopped their subsidy and switched their support to
Slavik's National League.

2, ORGANIZATION OF THE MATIONAL LEAGUE
1T ANSTANA oLiTELN, AUSTR AN

course for former nationalists was to alipgn themS@lvés

Soviets JIn Austria, ne cited the opportunities which the Soviets

wosy

had given former nationalists in the East German SED, Dr. Adolf
‘Slavik, Tav:' cellmate for eleven months at the Federal Peniten-
tiary in Stein, Lower Austria, where they were both serving

sentences for Nag?! en~tivitfes, became Tava' first convert.
£S (%S 1 BLE _For o 1 CITH 6 e TIaM AL (=
Dr. Slavik/fias born i1ito a Catholle e class famlly

on March 24, 1918, He attended Vienna schools and received

a Doctor of Laws degree from the University of Vienna in 1940.

He was an early member of the Hitler Youth, joining the organisa-
tion in July 1932, He was an active youth leader during the
i1llegnl period and joined the Nasi Party in 1936, He served

in the SS from 1938 to 1945, with a brief period out as an attor-
ney at the Land Court of Vienna. In the 85, Slavik achieved I
a rank equivalent to a first lieutenant. After being release
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 was discovered. On June 16, 1948, Slavik was sentenced to two

L

worked_on

Soviet. Union after passing througl

T%nti!al camﬁi Kfter | . ¢ return to Austria, he wo a ~ N
plant gu became a Communist but was subsequently disil-

.

from an American prisoner-ofewar camp, he joined the Soclaliat
Party but his membership was annulled when hia Nazi background

years at hard labor under the Denazification Law and sent to the
Federal Penitentiary at Stein,

Following his release in May 1949 under a Prasidential
amnesty, Slavik first tried to join DOBRETSBERGER's Democratic
Union, whose neutralist views coincided with Tavs' program.
Slavik was quickly rejected probably because of Dobretsberger's |

basic opoosition to Fasciam and his rejection of the orlgim
Democratic Union platform of attracting re-enfranchised Nasia.

Slavik then turned his attention to Herber#FKRAUS' VdU
or League of Independents. He reportedly met with Erich XERN-
MAYER and Wilhelm HOETTEL, two former German intelligence agents
and leaders of the extreme right wing of the VdU, Significantly,
Slavik spent the rest of his time studying Rusaian in a achool

in the Soviet sector of Vienna, -
- A CEMMUNLIT EK;ML

Foenrd CHafmay OE .

By Jenuary, Slavik had succeeded
of adherents and police approval to or
Nazis, Brgocrats {a tiny political party), .
students attended the organiszation moeu:% January 30 in T AVEIRG
a pasthaus in the VIIIth district. Waltes an ex-Nasi,
ex—Ergocrat, and son of the leader of the Sogﬁimy'fn
the XIVth district but no relation to Leo G, was elected
Choirman., Hg was soon succeeded on May 26 by Deputirghaimn

Josef Wens UPICKA, a _former member of the SA. pioka ’
Field Marshal PAULUS* Free Ge conmzittee in the :
h a §o%et Indoctrinatio S AesRIA

d some Communist

|
1
!

lusioned. ohmen ¢ .o " EQAT

Krupicka did not last long in office either, He was re-
Rlaced by FerdinandfHAIDNER, the lea Lower

d :
ustria from 1949 to 1950, who was ousted for negotia th : 1
lavik. The other Mﬁcow&r Fer WETTINGER P LI AT

|

Deputy Chairman, and Walte

RrRys (o R Tl
Slavik himself was barred from hol. offlitc -classifi~

cation as en "iﬂlicatod azi”, No attempt was made to conceal
his complete domination of the organization, alth.uel. it

was reliably r:gomd that as late as December X500, Tavs contin- .
ued to direct the organisation by correspondence :Iilogally sBuUgg~ N
led in and cut of the Stein Penitentiary. :

The National League was careful ¢ | conduct moat of its l
meetings on an invitational basis only thus circumventing the

/. | con Hﬂgﬂ.ﬂl .Ié l
Euni 11nARY CETHE VAT (oNQtn LEABRE ~A CommuntsT FRoNT
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requirement of police notification and avoiding disruption or
heckling by opuonents., Secret instructions atressed that publie
meatings should only be held after careful organization and
assurance that the meetings could be protected against outside

interference,

. Slavik was also anxious to concentrate on discussion meetings
and develop a dedicated cadre rather than recruit mass support.
By mid-September 1950, an inside source reported that there were
only 500 actual members and perhaps two or three thousand su
porters not holding actual membership. These figures coincided
with Austrian police estimates. MNoreover, new members were i
required to pass through s year's candidate status before they
were accepted as full members. During this apprenticeship period,
they were subjected to thorough indeoctrination. A series of
philosophical tracta entitled the Actiyist was also issued Ly
the League to help in this work. eae membership policies
grobably account for many of the persistent rumors that the

oviets had assigned the task of assembling former SS members to
be the nucleus for Pagple's Police units like those formed in
Bast Germany. Tre possibility of some such ulterior notive
behind Soviet support of the National League cannot be ruled out,

however,

3, A NEUTRALIST PROGRAM

. The gitionalil.;a :"‘: prggram :aannu:horitguvelywaum?'rgod
n 8 pam st entitle at Does the Rationa eapus Wa
October 2950. The main points include: lIi ngou&on to the
Government parties; (2) absolute neutrality of Austria as a pre-
condition to the State Treaty and economic recovery; (3) o yoal-
tion to the Marahall plan end increased East-West trade; f bet-
tor relations with "our eastern meighbors and the Soviet Union®
and opposition to the one-sided pro-western orientatioan of the
Government parties; (5) repeal of denasification laws and amend-
Crimes Law; {6) an economlc program calling for
extensive planning in industry and agriculture, including the
creation of state-subsidized farm machine cooperatives, Except
for the demand for repeal of Naszi leglslation, the platfo
coincided almost exactly with that of the Democratic Union.-/

”~

American and Austrian observera alike 1novieah1x linked the
two organizations labeling them “the bridge builders®™ or"™rypto-
Communists™, After & brief f1 of .:oncern in Austrian Govern-
ment circles in May 1950, the Nationel League was rejected as
totally unimportant., The newapapers continued the attack for

2/For the most recent platform of the National Lesgue, l
sse enclosure no, 1.
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some time denouncing Slavik as a "national boinhwﬁat" and
"commu-Nasi®,

Although rumors of Soviet comtrol or support of the League
were current, baoth Slavik's foraer secretary and Ernst Geor,
PERSY, a League cfficial of some importance, denied auch affili-
ations when questioned by CIC. Persy implied that the League'sa
policy might contribute to Sovist aims snd conceded that delega-
tions were usually sent to Comsunist-sponsored Peace Council )
mastings. The League also cooperated with the Communists in
collecting sdgnatures for the Stockholm Peace Declaration and
aupported cn & very limited scale the unsuccessful Comzunist-
sponsored genersl stxdike attempt in September and October 1950,

4. NAZI TENDENCIES

Despite the National Leagus's willingness to cooperate in
Communist-sponsored activities, it also had definite Nagi or neo-
Nazi overtones. The Soviet Union joined the thres westemm powers
in the Allied Council decision to se a two-month ban on the

Oeﬁgmighgaehg Beobachter in December 1950 for publishing neo-

asl and Pan-Uerman articles. The newspaper reappeared d

the perlod of the ban under the pame Qeaterreichische National-
d this was a viola-~

Zeitung. The western alements protested that
tion of the Allied Council decision and that the new panr also
ublications.

failed to abide by the regulations against neo-Nazi p
The Soviets disagreed, however, and the newspaper was allowed to

continue publication.

In May 1950, the League also established its youth organiza-
tion, the Natiomale Jugend (National Youth), patterned om the
Hitler Youth movement in which Dr. {l-~vik had been an active
leader. Even the nniforms and the flag, a white arrow on a black
field, imitated the Hitler Youth. Boys wore y shirts, black
mcktiea end dlack shorts, and girls wore white blouses and
black skirts. The paper of the youth movement was appropriately

callad "Storm Youth™.

. In December 1951 a factionsl fight between Dr, Slavik and
the League's enbgo youth organiszation, ¥ationale Jugsnd, broke
out. Following the disagreement between the ups, Slavik
1llegedly denounced two youth leaders, Helmu KA and Lothar
mINTER. to the autkorities for neo-Nesi activities. They weie
subsequently srrested in May 1952, convicted and served eight .
months in jJail. Their testimony In turn 4mlicated Slavik who
was arreated in early Jume but released on Septeader 2 when pro-

ceedings against him were quashed for lack of evidence,
l Regardless of whether Slavik actually denounced th¢ leaders, I
the asllegation was widely believed within the movement as well

[ CONFIDENTAL |
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’K as outside. Many of the members became disillusioned and the

waning prestige of both Dr. Slavik and the National League
declined further )

1 5, . COMMUNIST POLICY RESULTS IN A SPLIT

’ New evidence of collaboration with the Cozmunists were

Slavik's instructions to members to cast blank ballots in the

1951 Preaidential election. This action could only benefit the

Communista, As the 1952 fall election campaign got under way,

the National Lea attempted to form a coslition with

Dr. Herbert KRAUS® V4qU, formal coalition proposal was even
nted in the November 15, 1952 issue of the Qgs_ge_rgi._ggéﬁ_%g

re_g_bgggt_;_x:. Kraus uJocto& the offer out of hand conaide

t a Soviet-Communist effort to penetrate the VdU.

This pro-Communist course met with opposition within the
} ranks of the League. By late 1952, a num of dissident leaders
were convinced that. despite ugeated denials by Slavik and

i r, the National League and its newspaper were supported

! almost entirely by a monthly contribution of 42,000 schillings

i from USIA firms., This sum was barely adequate to cover printing
. costs of the Oeateﬁ%chiaghor Beobachter since only 2,000 coples
~  of the press run o » were sold.

. Amnntly aware that he would never be able to carry the

s membership of the National League with him into the Communist

[ electoral coalition, Dr. Slavik, after much hesitation, finally
asnnounced on January 3, 1953, that the League would not enter
the People’s Opposition. He also stated that the lack of funds,
0saibly the result of his failure to deliver the League to the '
eople's Opposition, would prevent the organization from

’ its ovn liast of candidates. Instead, he called on the menmbers
to cast blank ballots in the February elections, This stion
brought a storm of frotut after which several of the p ent
Vienna leaders, including Deputy Chairman Dr. Wettinger, an-
nounced their resignation &nd walked out of the meeting.

6, A LIMITED EXISTENCE

The National League was not expscted to survive these

factional fights but it managed to stagier through the Feb-

rvary 1953 elections and even held its second national convention

on May 30, 1953. At the convention, Slavik claimed the League

had a total of 4,200 adherents distributed as follows: Vienna

1500; Lower Austria, 700; Styria and Upper Austria together, 560

Carinthia, 500; Tyrol end Vorarlberg together, 500; Solsburg, A0
. and Burgenland, 100, The youth organisation also claimed 2 l
— members in 3ll of Austria, but mostly concentrated in Viemna,
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These figures are undoudbtedly inflated, but, before the outbreak
of factional disputes in mid-1952, the Natiocnal League was able
%0 attract about 1200 parucifant.a to its big public meetings in
Vienna, A list of tbe Executive Committee elected at the May
1952 neeting and other known personnel appointments since that
time will be found in enclosure no. 2.

* Although the National League continues to hold a few meet-
ings, the only real sign of activity is the di-weekly appearance

of the Qgsterreichischer Beobachter.
y &8 OESTERREICHISCHER BEOBACLTER

The National League began publication of a four-page bul-
letin, the O ichischer Beobachter, an obvious imitation of
the Voelkiacher Heo ter, the main organ of the Nasi Party, in
March 1950. The paper sppeared irregularly until August when the
party apparently recei substantial finsncial aid. From then
on the Beobachter appearsd regularly twice a month as a six-page

paper,

The main themes of the vitriolic paper were: (1) Anti-
American articlea, especlally denunciations of wartime bombing;
(2) u?uuta for revocation of denasification and restitution
laws; (3) articles on the satellites, particularly East Germany;
(4) eattacks om the VdU; (%) attacks on Government and party cor-
ruption, and, above all, (6) refiitations that the National League
was & Counmn.{:t or Soviet front organization.

The tone of the paper has become milder in recent years
robably as a result of its two-month ban by the Allied High
somuuion. The paper still follows the current Communist line
on aconomnlc issues such 8s unemployment, liberaliszation, and
East-West trade, The neutralism is st very prominent, but
the pro de line is not so blatantly evident as in other
Austrian Coamunist papers,

CONCLUSION

The Communists, with Soviet support, have attempted three
times to penetrate right wing elements in Austria and use them
for their own endas. port of Josef ileger's element within the
V4aU failed when he was custed from the party immediately after

1is election to the Nationalrat in 1949. Attempts to establish

eger as leader of an independent party and subsequently to sup=-
port Dr. Slavik's neutralist National League were too transparent
and failed to attract re-enfranchised former Nasis or other right

l wing elements. Slavik has Joined Heger in political oblivion, '
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but infrequent meetings of the National League are still held,
and its biweekly newspaper QOesterreichischer Boo%chteg will)

probably appear as long as the Soviets pay the bills.
to. [H s,

Richard H. Davis
Chargd d'Affaires ad interim

Enclosures:

1. English translation of platfom
of the Natiornal League.
2. List of Officers of the
~ National League. .

Sources:

1. A-26, April 1, 1953, Blographical
Report on Dr. Adolf Slavik by
M R, Bamghey'
2, Ubra Weekly Intelligence Summaries.
3. &I‘g Agent reports.

5. Flles of Embassy Biographic Unit.
6. Legal Division.
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NATIONAL LEAGUE - OCTOBER 8, 1952,

ENGLISH TRAASLATION OF PLATFORM OF THE 3 P

l. We demand the establishment of a socfalist comminity, the
only order which is able to safeguard the elementary, vital inter-
eats of our nation. We demand that the individual interest be
subordinated to the commnity interest and that all endeavors
which are selfish or detrimental to the common interest be elim-

" inated. We thus profese a Democracy which really serves the
national interest. .

2., We demand absolute equality of rights between our people
and all other nations. We demand that the national character-
istics and the sovereignty of all peoples be reapected; we
demand unrestricted national autonomy and fight for a ceful
co-existence of nations. We disapprove of ani national chauvin-
ism as well as of the attempts to acquire world supremacy on

the part of some great powers, these being fundamental causes

of war. We strive for a socialistic order of the nations.

3« e profess Geruman national ways and affirm the independence
. of Austria as a state.

We regard the restoration of Cerman unity as an easential
prerequisite to the recovery of Kurope.

4, We demand the neutrality of Austria and a policy of true
agreement slso with the Eastern countries,

S5¢ We demand equal rights end equal duties for all citisens.
We dewmand the abrogation of the NS Laws and a law againat any
fascist activity to take their place.

6. We demand immediate naturalization of all Volksdeutsche
willing to work, but eviction of all alien parasites.

7. We demand the duty and the right to work for every citisen
according to his ability and proficiency.

We demand fair wages on the basis of performance and its
value to the community, We demand inatitution of an old age
pension which will be due every citizen and an adequate welfare
program for war and labor victims,

8. We demand equal rights, socially snd economically, for woﬁ
and generous state support for newly married couples.
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¢. We oppose the supremacy of international Plutocracy and
demand a planned economy which will serve only the national
intereats of our national economy. ) :

10, We demand an export trade policy to serve the interests of
our nation. We demand good ecovnomic relations with all countries,
but first of all the resumption of oextensive trade relations with
the Eastern countries, the historical trade partners of our
naticnal econoay. '

1ll. Ve acknowledge and demand the protection of sound private
property, but demand:

a. Nationaligzation of all key industries as well as all
money, credit, and insurance institutions;

b, Converaion of all large industries to joint stock
comp:niea, with the people holding at least 51h of the
stock;

ce Prohibition of all ca}»ital:latic concerns, trusts,
and combines.

12, We demand elimination of commission business, which serves
no function, and promotion of productive craft ana the rising
profeaaiqnai generation. We demand fair fiscal laws,

13, We regard the farming class as a source of national life,

We demand a land reform to sult national needs and the prevention
of any real estate speculation. We demand planning and promotion
of agriculturel production, expansion of professional training
programs, acknowledgment of‘ agricultural work as skilled work,
ard creation of new farms on non-agricultural arable land. :

14. We demand mobilization of all mental and psychical rescurces
of our nation. Therefore, we demand uniform organiszation and
subordination of our entire school and popular education system
under the authority of the national community.

15, We demand maximum furtherancc and generous expansion of
science and research, Furthermore, we demand gratuitous formal
and professional training for all children of our nation, a par-
ticularly effective promotion of talent, and the creation of
adequate chances of advancement.:

16. We demand state furtherance of all institutions which serve
the psychical and physical health of our nation, in particular
of arts and sports. l
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We demand elimination of all diaintogratiua influences from
the life of our nation and, in particular, of our youth.

We demand freedoa of conscience and, although acknowledging
glt\etﬁ'udom of religious activity, aopamuon of Church and
ate,

Owner, publisher: "Hational League™, Viemna IV Wohllebongaau 1/7
Reaponsible for the contents: Hnlthor Truger, ¥
Wohllebengause 1/7
Printed by: FEduard Bauer's Widow & co.. Vienna XVIII, Gerathofer
Strasse 1A,
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